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April arrives with a sense of renewal that is
hard to ignore — longer days, the world
coming back to life, and that familiar feeling
of a fresh start.

This month we are focusing on something
that quietly shapes your financial life at
every stage of your homeownership journey
— your credit score. Whether you are
already a homeowner or still working
toward that goal, understanding and
strengthening your score is always worth
your attention.

We are also stepping outside this month in
Living Well Beyond the Desk — quite
literally. Spring has us thinking about
gardens, flowers, and the simple joy of being
outdoors. We hope you enjoy it.

Your monthly key to smart living and lending
LIVING & LENDING

What is My Credit Score?

5 Ways to Improve Your Credit Score

IN THIS ISSUE...

Living Well Beyond the Desk

Kid’s Corner

Your Voice Matters



L I V I N G  &  L E N D I N G :  A P R I L  2 0 2 6 P A G E  2

© Copyright 2022 MA Mortgage Architects all rights reserved.

Contact me to discuss your credit score!

Your score can change from month to
month. The companies that hold your
credit and loan accounts report monthly
transactions to credit bureaus. This is
beneficial to you because it means you
can improve your score with the right
credit “behaviours”.

Benefits of a Credit Score Above 750
Lenders offer a quick approval at the
best possible rates
This score says the person is reliable
and responsible with debt

Challenges of a Credit Score Below 620
You could pay a premium on your
borrowing rate
You may find it difficult to qualify for
a mortgage

 

 

 

With a range from 300 to 900, your
credit score captures your perceived
lending risk at a moment in time.
Your score tells lenders what kind of
risk you are likely to be as a borrower.

How Your Score is Determined
Previous payment history (approx. 35% of score):
Your track record of paying your credit accounts
on time is the most heavily weighted attribute.
Events such as late payments, collections,
judgments, liens, foreclosures, bankruptcies, and
wage attachments are part of this category and are
considered quite serious. More recent events and
large amounts will affect your score more than
older events and small amounts.

Current level of indebtedness (approx. 30% of
score): This portion of the score considers
whether you are overextended or not. Too many
credit cards or keeping your accounts at or near
their maximum limit can signal that you don’t
manage credit responsibly, and that you may have
trouble making payments in the future.

Length of credit history (approx. 15% of score):
The longer you have had credit in good standing
the lower the risk indicators. This score considers
the age of your oldest account and an average age
of all of your accounts. New accounts will
therefore lower your average account age.

Pursuit of new credit (approx. 10% of score):
Opening several credit accounts in a short period
of time is a risk indicator. The number of enquiries
done on your behalf can also have an effect.
However credit scores try to differentiate between
rate shopping for a single loan and searching for
many new credit accounts. This can help avoid
collections, which has a negative impact on your
credit score for a long period of time.

Types of credit available (approx. 10% of score):
This attribute considers the mix of credit accounts
you have: credit cards, retail accounts, installment
loans, accounts with finance companies, and your
mortgage. The goal is to determine if you have a
healthy mix of credit. For instance, having a car
loan, mortgage and credit card is more positive
than a concentration of debt in only credit cards.

What is My
Credit Score?
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Most of us don't think about our credit score
until we need it. But here's the thing — by the
time you're sitting across from a mortgage
broker, your credit history has already been
telling a story for years. The good news is that
you have more influence over that story than 

you might think. Here are five things worth paying attention to, no matter where you
are in your homeownership journey.

1. Know Your Credit History
This is where we'd encourage everyone to start — and where surprises happen most
often. Errors on credit reports are more common than people expect. Old accounts
that weren't properly closed, a payment dispute that never got resolved, or even
someone else's information appearing on your file can all quietly drag your score down
without you knowing.

One scenario we've seen more than once: a client cancels a phone plan or an old
subscription, assumes it's done, and moves on. Months or even years later, a small
outstanding balance — sometimes just a few dollars — has gone to collections. It seems
insignificant, but collections on your credit file are taken seriously by lenders and can
have a surprisingly large impact on your score.

Checking your own credit report doesn't affect your score, and we'd encourage
everyone to do it at least once a year. Knowing what's there means no unwelcome
surprises when it matters most.

2. Pay Your Bills on Time
Payment history accounts for roughly 35% of your credit score — making it the single
biggest factor. Even one missed payment can leave a mark that lingers. If staying on top
of due dates is a challenge, setting up automatic payments for at least the minimum
owing is a simple and effective fix. Consistent, on-time payments are the foundation
everything else builds on.

Small Habits, Big Impact — Whether You Own or Are Planning to Buy

5 WAYS TO IMPROVE YOUR
CREDIT SCORE

I M P R O V I N G  C R E D I T  S C O R E
1. Know your credit history
2. Pay your bil ls on time
3. Keep your balances low
4. Maintain a credit history
5. Get help
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3. Keep Your Balances Low
It's not just about whether you have credit — it's about how much of it you're using.
Carrying balances close to your limit can signal financial strain to lenders, even if you're
paying on time. A general guideline is to keep each credit card or line of credit below
35% of its limit. If you're preparing for a mortgage application or renewal, this is one of
the fastest-moving levers available to you.

4. Maintain a Credit History
We regularly hear from clients who proudly cut up their credit cards and closed old
accounts — and while the intention is great, it can actually work against your score. A
longer credit history with accounts in good standing reflects positively on your file.
Rather than closing old accounts you've managed well, consider keeping them open
with minimal use. That history is quietly working in your favour.

5. Get Help
If you're not sure where your score stands, or if you've had some credit challenges in
the past, please reach out before you assume the worst. We work with clients every day
who are closer to their mortgage goals than they realize — and for those who need a bit
more time, we can help put a clear plan in place. Your credit score is not a life
sentence. It's a snapshot — and with the right habits, it can change faster than most
people expect.

Real Talk From Our Desk
A credit score isn't just important at the start of the mortgage process —

it matters all the way to funding day.

We've seen deals that were fully approved and ready to close come to a
sudden stop because a lender pulled a final credit check before releasing
funds and discovered the client had financed a new vehicle or applied for

new credit in the weeks prior.

That new debt changed the picture entirely. If you have a mortgage in
progress, hold off on any major purchases or new credit applications until

after your closing date.

When in doubt, ask us first.
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Easter has always been a time of reflection and new
beginnings — and the season that follows brings its own
kind of excitement. Honestly, that familiar itch to get
outside and get growing started on some of our coldest
winter days — and it only grows stronger when your
favourite greenhouse starts teasing their audience on
Facebook with pictures of all those beautiful plants
coming to life. By the time spring actually arrives, you're
more than ready.

LIVING WELL BEYOND THE DESK
Roots, Blooms & Lunch on the Patio

Karen doesn't start her own seed — that's what greenhouses are for! The hard part for
her isn't the planting, it's narrowing down the choices when she gets there. She is
intentional about choosing what brings her joy, and once those plants find their home
in her pots and planters, the result is a space that feels genuinely welcoming — so much
so that on a perfect weather day, the last thing you want to do is come back inside.

I share that same love of flowers in my own yard — my
front yard flowerbed runs nearly half the length of our
house and is a work in progress in the best possible way.
Every year I add new colours and sometimes new
varieties, working toward what I can only describe as my
own personal lily collection. There is something so
satisfying about watching it fill in and evolve year after
year. I love how low maintenance they are, with one
exception — the dreaded lily beetle has become a real
problem over the last couple of years. The good news is
they're easy enough to stay on top of because you simply
pick them off when you see them. And honestly? It's
become a surprisingly enjoyable excuse to spend time up
close with the flowers themselves — because when
you're on lily beetle patrol, you are quite literally face to
face with some of the most beautiful blooms in the yard.

My vegetable garden is another story altogether — and it didn't happen overnight. It
actually started from a very practical place: the desire to have affordable food in an
economy where grocery bills just keep climbing. But somewhere along the way, 



L I V I N G  &  L E N D I N G :  A P R I L  2 0 2 6 P A G E  6

practical turned into passion. Through hours of research, a few online workshops, and
plenty of trial and error, I found myself genuinely falling in love with the process —
learning what works, what doesn't, and discovering that time outside in the garden is,
quite simply, good therapy.

This spring I'm taking that love one step further —
transitioning from a no-till garden, which is a
wonderful approach to growing, to a raised bed
setup. The motivation is practical: easier access, less
time on my knees, and a space that makes both
tending and harvesting something to look forward to.
I can't wait to see how it unfolds.

For both of us, the love of being outside doesn't just stay in the garden or the
flowerbed — it spills right into our workday too. When the weather cooperates, Karen
and I take our lunch breaks outside on her patio, surrounded by all those beautiful
planters she has so carefully chosen. It's one of
my favourite parts of the day — and not just
because of the fresh air and the flowers.

What makes it truly special is that Karen isn't
just my employer — she's my mom. Those lunch
breaks are our time to set the work aside,
connect as mother and daughter, and simply
enjoy each other's company in a space that she
has made beautiful. There is something about
being surrounded by nature, even in the middle 
of a busy workday, that quiets everything down and fills you back up. We head back
inside feeling renewed, grateful, and ready to give our clients and our work the very
best of what we have.

That's what spring does, really — it reminds you to slow down long enough to notice
the beauty that's right in front of you. And sometimes, if you're very lucky, you get to
share it with someone you love.
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Happy Easter

Name:
Age:

www.KarenReimer.org

KID’S CORNER: COLOR & SHARE
Text Karen a photo at 306-221-7493 & we will feature it on Facebook!
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MY MORTGAGE PLANNER
The key to your next home is just a click away!

With useful tools and calculators to help you determine your affordability, monthly
mortgage payments, closing costs and more, my app has everything you need at your

fingertips. Click here to download the app or visit our website.

Submit Your Questions
Got a question you've been pondering?
Text or email me anytime! I love hearing from you, and your questions
often inspire great topics for upcoming newsletters.

Share Your Story
Recently gone through the mortgage pre-approval process? I'd love to
hear about your experience! Text or email me anytime - your insights
could help others navigating the same journey, and might inspire
content in future newsletters.

Contact Me
Email: broker@karenreimer.org
Phone: (306) 221-7493
Website: www.karenreimer.org

YOUR VOICE MATTERS
I love hearing from you! Whether you have questions about mortgages, homeownership,
or the market - or you've got a pre-approval story that could help someone else - reach
out anytime. Your voice matters here.

https://www.maapp.ca/app/karen-reimer

